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Basing on the materials from the Natural History Museum (London), we give for the first time two Cossidae species new for 

the fauna of Iraq: Holcocerus zarudnyi Grum-Grshimailo, 1902 and Phragmacossia territa (Staudinger, 1879). An annotated 

list of the Cossidae of Iraq including 20 species from 14 genera and three subfamilies is presented. 
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Carpenter moths of Middle East are relatively well studied. The research results were summed up in the works of the last 

decades: Wiltshire (1957, 1982, 1990), Legrain and Wiltshire (1998), Hacker (1999, 2016), Hacker, Schreier, and Bischof (1999), 

Hacker et al. (2001), Borth, Ivinskis, Saldaitis, and Yakovlev (2011), Yakovlev (2011, 2015), Yakovlev and Dubatolov (2013), 

Yakovlev and Witt (2017). However, the fauna of Iraq still remains very poorly studied. The first summaries were published by 

Wiltshire (1957), small supplements (description of a new species and subspecies, some faunistic data and a redescription of a 

little known species Dyspessa wiltshirei Daniel, 1938) were published by the author (Yakovlev, 2006a, b, 2008, 2011; Yakovlev 

& Alipanah, 2017). 

 

Materials and methods 

 

The material was examined in the collections of the Natural History Museum (London). 

 

Results 
 

Studying the fund collection of the Natural History Museum, we have found two Cossidae species new for the fauna of Iraq. 

The data are provided below. 

 

Holcocerus zarudnyi Grum-Grshimailo, 1902 

Fig. 1. 

Ann. Mus. St. Petersburg 7: 200.  

Type locality: prov. Persica – Bampur [S. Iran, 20 km W. of Iranshakhr, Bampur].  

Type material (lectotype) in Zoological Institute of Russian Academy of Science (St.-Petersburg, Russia).  

Material examined: 1 female, S. Iraq, Tuba desert, 24.v.1943, E.P. Wiltshire (Natural History Museum). 

Distribution: S. Iran, Yemen (Yakovlev, 2006a), Iraq (new record). 

 

Phragmacossia territa (Staudinger, 1879) 

Fig. 2. 

Phragmatoecia territa Staudinger, 1879, Horae Soc. Ent. Ross. 14: 341-342. 

Type locality: Laterne im Kerasdere [Turkey].  

Type material (syntypes) in Museum fur Naturkunde, Leibniz Institut fur Evolution und Biodiversitatsforschung (Berlin, 

Germany).  

Material examined: 3 males, Iraq, Kurdistan, Hajji Omran, 5780 ft – 1760 m, 26.vii.1954, E.P. Wiltshire (Natural History 

Museum). 
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Distribution: Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Egypt, Iran, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tadzhikistan (Yakovlev, 2011), Iraq (new 

record). 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Holcocerus zarudnyi Grum-Grshimailo, 1902, 

female, S. Iraq, Tuba desert, 24.v.1943, E.P. Wiltshire (Natural 

History Museum). 

 

Figure 2. Phragmacossia territa (Staudinger, 1879), Iraq, 

Kurdistan, Hajji Omran, 5780 ft – 1760 m, 26.vii.1954, E.P. 

Wiltshire (Natural History Museum). 

Thus, at the moment for the fauna of Iraq are known 20 species of Cossidae from 14 genera.  

 

Catalogue of Cossidae of Iraq 

 
Catopta  hyrcanus (Christoph, 1888) 

Distribution: Iran, Turkmenistan, Iraq. 

Stygia mosulensis Daniel, 1965 

Distribution: Iraq, Iran, Bulgaria, Turkey, Grecee. 

Cossus cossus (Linnaeus, 1758) 

ssp. kossai Wiltshire, 1957 (type locality - Iraq, Shaqlawa) and ssp. omrana Wiltshire, 1957 (type locality - Iraq, Haj Omran). 

Distribution: transpalearctic species. 

Dyspessacossus  fereidun (Grum-Grshimailo, 1895) 

ssp. ahmadi Wiltshire, 1957 (type locality - Iraq, Shaqlawa). 

Distribution: Turkey, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Iraq, Iran, Syria. 

Holcocerus gloriosus (Erschoff, 1874) 

ssp. mesopotamicus Watkins & Buxton, 1921 (type locality - Mesopotamian: Kut, Amara [S. Iraq, Kut el Amara, 125 km SE 

Baghdad, 45°30’E; 32°30’S]). 

Distribution: N. Africa, Middle East, Central Asia. 

Holcocerus zarudnyi Grum-Grshimailo, 1902 

Deserticossus  curdus Yakovlev, 2006 

Distribution: N. Iraq. 

Cossulus lignosus (Brandt, 1938)   

Distribution: Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon. 

Cossulus mollis (Christoph, 1887) 

ssp. muelleri Yakovlev, 2006 (type locality - Iraq, 200 km N. Baghdad, östlich von Kirtuk). 

Distribution: Turkmenistan, Iraq. 

Eremocossus vaulogeri (Staudinger, 1897) 

Distribution: Senegal, Mauretania, Morocco, Algeria, Lybia, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, Israel, Syria, Egypt, Oman, Yemen, UAE, S. 

Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabian. 

Vartiania zaratustra Yakovlev, 2004 

Distribution: S. Iran, Iraq, Oman.  

Isoceras bipunctatum (Staudinger, 1887)  

Distribution: Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkey, Iran, Lebanon, Jordan, Syrien, Israel, Iraq. 

Dyspessa tsvetaevi Yakovlev, 2008 

Distribution: Iraq. 

Dyspessa wiltshirei Daniel, 1938 

Distribution: Iraq, Lebanon. 

Phragmacossia libani Daniel in Zerni, 1933  

Distribution: Lebanon, Iraq. 

Phragmacossia territa (Staudinger, 1879) 

Phragmacossia tigrisia Schawerda, 1924 

Distribution: Iraq. 
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Phragmataecia castaneae (Hübner, 1790) 

Distribution: Western Palaearctic. 

Azygophleps larseni Yakovlev & Saldaitis, 2011 

Distribution: Oman, Yemen, Socotra, S. Iran, Iraq. 

Azygophleps regia (Staudinger, 1891) 

Distribution: Turkei, Pakistan, Iran, Iraq. 
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