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The population dynamics of the Olive Fruit Fly in the Tell Atlas has been studied for two years (May 2017-April 2019) on all phases 
of olive tree growth. The test was installed on an individual farm in the Mezghenna region. It is part of the ongoing work to 
assess the damage caused by the diptera Bactrocera oleae.
The objective of this study is to collect information on adult flight and to calculate the population index (FTD) . On the other hand, 
we studied the annual variation of this last. 
The results of this study show that the olive fruit fly population fluctuates over time and from one period to another in the 
study area; Overall, we recorded a low density of Bactrocera oleae during the first year of study (less than 0.008 flies / trap /
day). In addition, in the second year, we observed 3 population peaks concentrated in autumn and early spring; the high 
temperatures of summer have a negative effect on the density of the Diptere. 
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Introduction 

The olive tree (Olea europaea) is one of the most characteristic trees in the Mediterranean region; it is of great nutritional, social, 
cultural and economic importance to the stands in this region where it is widely distributed (Claridge and Walton 1992). 
This crop is confronted with diseases and attacks of many insects. The olive fruit fly is undoubtedly among the main pests which 
cause damage as much qualitative (Cimato, 1990) as quantitative (Delrio, 1995) on the olive production. 
Endophytes, larvae of the olive fruit fly develop in the tissues of fruit (Arambourg 1986). 
The activity of Bactrocera is influenced by several factors including latitude, altitude, tree load, irrigation, (Neuenschwander
et al.,1986), temperature (Raspi et al 2005; Genç 2008), relative humidity (Broufas, 2009), variety (Rizzo 2006), physico-
chemical characteristics of drupe (Mraicha, 2010) and parasite activity (Kapaun et al 2010) etc. 
Classified as a quarantine pest in international trade in agricultural products, the olive fruit fly is a factor limiting fruit exports for 
some countries and increases their export costs due to the disinfection treatments applied. Losses due to damage caused by 
Tephritidae and especially olive fruit  flies are estimated worldwide at several billion dollars according to (Norrbom 2004).  
Compare to the olive fruit fly's aggression mode, the control of this pest is all the more complex as conventional chemical control 
remains ineffective in controlling their damage and has harmful effects on the environment, producers and consumers. 
Faced with this situation and to improve the methods of fight against these pest, many studies around the world have been devoted 
to the knowledge of these insect in terms of their systematic, their biology, their ecology, their ethology and control (Boumezzough 
2015, Nardi et al 2005, Vontas et al 2002, Alberola et al 1999, Katsoyannos et al 2001, Bueno et al 2002, Saour and Makee 2004, 
Kakani et al, 2010, Broumas et al. al, 2002;), particularly in algeria (Achouche, 2019, Senouci et al 2019, Medjkouh et al, 2018, 
Medjkouh et al, 2016, Ilias et al 2013, Tamendjari et al 2004). 
In the subhumid climate (in Algeria), the study of the population dynamics of Bactrocera oleae is not very well known. For these 
reasons, we have found it important to follow the evolution of the populations of this insect over time in the Mezghenna region and 
to try to identify some factors that may play a role in the population dynamics of this devastator. 

Materials and methods 

Study site ( Table 1, Figure 1, Figure 2). 
The dynamic population of olive fruit flies in the Mezghenna region were studied for two years (May 2017-April 2019), the biotic and 
abiotic characteristics of the study orchard are shown in ( Table 1). 
Table 1. The biotic and abiotic characteristics. 

Surface 
of the 
site 

 GPS Data  Altitude 
(metre) 

Remote from 
the sea ( 
Km) 

Distance 
between
trees
(mètre) 

Type of 
tree 
rows 

Condition of study site 

5 ha 36°20’34’’N 
3°19’08’’E 

650 m 50 km 6 * 6 m Regular Olive grove uni-varietal 
(olive oil) 
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Annual tree size 
Absence of phytosanitary 
treatment. 
Very high density of trees 

Climate of Mezeghenna (Table 2). 
The climate here is classified as Csa by the Köppen-Geiger climate classification.  The average temperature in Mezeghenna  is 15.7° 
C. each year, Rainfall averages 641 mm per year (https://fr.climate-data.org). 

Table 2. monthly change in temperature and precipitation. 

Month 
T min 
(C°) 

T max 
(C°) 

P (mm) 

January 3.9 12.2 111 

February 4.8 13.6 74 

March 6.6 15.7 66 

April 8.7 18.5 50 

May 11.8 22 44 

June 15.6 26.1 22 

July 18.3 30 3 

August 18.7 30.4 4 

September 17.1 26.8 30 

October 12.6 21.9 51 

November 8.3 16.7 80 

Décember 4.9 13.2 106 

The adult population level estimate 
Since the colonial era, the estimate of the level of the population of the olive fruit fly Bactrocera oleae is the subject of
many researches in Algeria (Martin h, 1952; Hobaya et al, 2012, Achouche et al,  2017; Gaouar and Debouzie, 1991). 
The detection of this pest is essential to  effectively control their population in the olive groves. We must anticipate to manage the 
pest population ecologically by restricting the use of pesticides or to biologically control them. Which means, that several 
trapping techniques are presented to examine the dynamic of population of Bactrocera oleae.
In our study we used yellow food with side holes of about 1 cm, each contained a solution of Nitrogen Fertilizer (Urea Nitrogen 46 
unit) of 0.3%, hung from the branches of the trees (Please indicate how many traps were placed in total and how many trees.). The 
traps were placed inside the trees under the shade of the branches, and they were visited three to four times per month during the 
entire period of study, which took place between June 2017 and May 2018. 
It is significantly important that he traps density matches the prospecting goals, which will determine the confidence that can be 
placed on the results of the research (CIPV, 2016).  
In our study, we placed four food traps in each olive grove; the selection of soluble product is based on the efficiency and the 
availability of the latter. 
According to CIPV (2016), the frequency of traps maintenance is based on the fig Half-life of the attractive, knowing that the actual 
duration must be confirmed by examinations in the field. The maintenance of the traps includes re-baiting and maintenance of the 
trap in a state of appropriate cleanliness that allows proper functioning. 
The rate of release is generally high in hot and drought areas, and tends to worsen in humid and cooler areas. Therefore, traps 
maybe re-baited less often than in hot conditions.    

Calculate and estimate the index of the FTD population 
The numbers (Abundances) of the olive fruit flies captured by the traps in different locations of Mezghenna  region during the the 
whole study period, gave access to assess the pest prevalence (FTD) according to the formula below (IAEA, 2003). In fact, the 
prevalence is equal to the average number of individuals captured in one day.  

Figure 1  : The Mezeghenna area Figure 2  :  Olive grove of Mezghenna 
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F=the total number of captured flies, 
T=number of inspected traps, 
D=number of days during which traps have been exposed on the field. 

     FDT=F/T × D 
Monitoring of the fluctuation of the population index, helped to identify the proliferation of the latter. 

Results and discussion 
Annual estimate of the FTD Population Index ( Table 3, Figure 3) : 

The use of food traps has allowed the capture of adults of the olive fruit fly,which provides information on kinetics, pest attacks, 
date of emergence or appearance of a new generation, represented by a peak of population, which makes it possible to estimate 
the number of generations during the study period. 
The analysis of the variance of the FTD showed a highly significant difference (< 0.01) between the two years of study. 
The rate of FTD values in the first year (May 2017-April 2018) showed a low appearance of olive  fruit fly with a value lower than 
(0.008 fly/trap/day); In addition, in the second year (May 2018-April 2019) the FTD observation showed a low activity of 
Bactrocera oleae during Winter, Spring and Summer with a value lower than (0.5 fly/trap/day). On the other hand, the 
maximum values are recorded in Autumn with a value higher than (0.7 fly/trap/day).    

Table 3. Estimate the index of the FTD population. 

Year FTD Analysis of variance 

A1 (May 2017;April2018) 0,007 F P 

A2 (May 2018;April2019) 0,319 13,63 0*** 

Figure 3. Annual change in the FTD (population index). 

Population dynamics of the olive  fruit fly (May 2017-April 2018). (Table 4, Figure 4). 
Analysis of the FTD (population index) curve of adults of Bactrocera oleae, shows three (3) population peaks with a very
low density. The first peak is in May with (0.08 flies/trap/day; 2.4 flies/trap/month), the second peak is in October with 
(0.03 flies/trap/day; 1 fly/trap/month). The third population peak was observed in April with (0.02 fly/trap/day ;<a 1 
fly/trap/Month). 
Population dynamics of the olive fruit fly (May 2018-April 2019).( Table 4; Figure 5).  
In the second year the FTD observation showed (3) population peaks with a higher density. The first peak was observed in 
September with (1.4 fly/trap/day; 42 flys/trap/month), the second peak takes place in November with (1.08 fly/trap/day; 32 
flys/trap/month). In spring a third peak appeared in March with (0.46 flys/trap/day; 14 flies/trap/month). 

Table 4. Change in the population index  (May 2017-April 2019); ** Peak of population. 

Year Month FTD Year Month FTD 

A1 May-17 0.08** A2 May-18 0.03 

A1 Jun-17 0 A2 0 

A1 Jul-17 0 A2 0 

A1 Aug-17 0 A2 0.02 

A1 Sep 17 0 A2 

Jun-18 

Jul-18 

Aug-18 

Sep 18 1.44** 

A1 Oct 17 0.03** A2 Oct  18 0.69 

A1 Nov 17 0.01 A2 Nov 18 1.08** 

A1 Dec 17 0 A2 Dec 18 0.28 
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A1 Jan-18 0 A2 Jan-19 0.09 

A1 Feb-18 0 A2 Feb-19 0.15 

A1 Mar-18 0 A2 Mar-19 0.46** 

A1 Apr-18 0.02** A2 Apr-19 0.14 

Figure 4. Change in the population index ( A1=May 2017, April 2018). 

Figure 5. Change in the population index ( A2=May 2018, April 2019). 

Discussion 
The results of this study show that the population of Bactrocera oleae fluctuates over time and from one period to another in the 
study area. This result is consistent with (Kanta et al 2015) which shows that the fluctuation in time and space of Bactrocera 
dorsalis is related to host availability and variation in different climatic factors. 
the development of population of this species (higher temperature 28°C). Moreover, average temperatures have a positive influence 
on the activity of the Diptera (temperature between 17°C and 27°C). 
 According to (Bateman1972), temperature has an important role in the abundance of the Tephritidae through its effect on rates of 
development, of mortality and fertility of these insects. Bactrocera oleae is an insect that grows in average weather conditions. 
(Raspi et al , 2005) concluded that the best temperature for the development of the olive fruit fly is between 20°C and 26°C 
Indeed, rates of growth and decline of these populations are dependent on temperature, where multiple influences effect on 
individuals of the population and their lifestyle. 
(Neuenschwander et al, 1979) estimated that temperature above 30°C cause resorption of ovarian follicles by reducing the 
fecundity of the olive fruit fly females which causes a decline in population. Several studies were conducted in this sense, (Abdelli , 
1996) found that temperature could be responsible for the difference in levels of infestation observed in Mediterranean fruit fly. Low 
temperatures especially if associated with heavy rains increase significantly the mortality of adults. Upper and lower limits for the 
development of the medfly are respectively 35°C and 9°C (Bodenheimer, 1951). 
    On the other hand, according to (Ouedraogo, 2011), relative humidity has not only a direct impact on the demography 
of species, but also an indirect effect through its influence on host plants and natural enemies. The relative humidity of 
the environment is particularly important in the abundance of Tephritidae by reducing the fertility of female adults in dry period, 
and the high mortality of newly emerged adults. Moreover, low relative humidity reduces the longevity of the fruit 
fly adults (Bateman,1972). Monitoring the activity of adult fly through the catch followed by installation of pheromone traps or 
food can detect theft and avoid big surprise outbreak of the fly and large infestations. The determination of the control elements 
of bio-ecology of Bactrocera oleae 
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fly and population dynamics of the various stages of its development cycle can help to consider a good strategy against the fly in 
the study area. The fight against the pest requires 2-3 treatments per year depending on the degree of infestation and the climatic 
conditions. During harvest, it is highly recommended to replace the techniques of shaking down which causes injury fruit and causes 
biochemical alterations making the oil unstable with increasing acidity. The decision of the harvest date should consider the maturity 
index of the olives and the state of adult dynamics of the fly to avoid over-infestation by last autumn generations. 
According to the literature, phytosanitary intervention attempts are poor and insecticide applications are recorded but are random 
and not based on knowledge of the pest and its development cycle (Ougass, y. 2012). 
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